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A.  PUPULARITy  IN  DAMASCUS  OF  -SADAT'S 
INITIATIVE  TO  THE  ISRAELIS 

B.  PUPULAR  SYRIAN  BELIEF  THAT  ASAD  4 

near  future  hill  probably  modify 

HSS  OPPOSITION  TO  SADAT’S  INITIATIVE 
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PUBLIC.  OPINION  in  DAMASCUS  GREATLY  WAS  FAVORED 

™E  visit  ey  she  si  dent  s a d a t of  egypt  to  Jerusalem 
and  SADAT'S  FFfORTS  TO  END  THE  ARAB/ISRAElI  DISPUTE. 
SYRIANS  OF  ALL  WALKS  OF  LIFE  - LAWYERS,  SHOPKEEPERS. 
FARMERS,  PROFESSIONAL  MEN  AND  EVEN  A SEGMENT  OF  THE 

Syman  military  (The  sunnisj  believe  that  sadat  has 

■MADE  AN  important  BREAKTHROUGH  TOWARDS  PEACE  AND  THAT 

HE  SHOULD  NOW  BE  SUPPORTED  IN  HIS  INITIATIVES  BY  OTHER 

ARAB  STATES,  INCLUDING  SYRIA  AND  Sr  OTHER  ARAB  LEADERS, 

PARTICULARLY  PRESIDENT  HAFIE  aL-A  S a D OF  SYRIA.  THE 

DAY  SADAT  MADE  HIS  SPEECH  BEFORE  THE  KNESSET  IN 

JERUSALEM  VIRTUALLY  EVERY  DAMASCENE  WAS  GLUED  TO  HIS 

radio  AND  MANY  OPENLY  COMMENTED  AFTERWARDS  ON  THE 

SENSE  THE  SPEECH  HAD  MADE  AND  THAT  THE  SYRIAN 

GOVERNMENT  WAS  WRONG  IN  NOT  BACKING  SADAT  IN  THIS  DARING 
INITIATIVE, 

2.  OF  THOSt  jN  DAMASCUS  WHO’  HAVE- CONDEMNED 
SADAT'S  VISIT,  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  GROUP  IS  THE  RULING 

BA'TH  party,  followed -by  The  nasirists  and  communists, 
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members  of  the  MUSLIM  BROTHERHOOD  STR0NGLY  HAVE  SUPPORTED  ^ 
SADAT  ON  THIS  ISSUE.  EVEN  SOME  SYRIAN  Ba’THIS  PRIVATELY  % 

have  admitted  that  president  asad  was  badly  outmaneuvered 

3Y  SADAT  ON  THIS  ISSUE  AND  THAT  SYRIA  ESSENTIALLY  IS  NOW  1 
• SOLATED  IN  THE  ARAB  WORLD  -«■  NOT  A PART  OP  THE 

rejection  front  or  Iraq,  Algeria,  Libya  and  south  yemen 

AND  NOT  A PART  OF  THE  MODERATE  ARAB  WORLD  WHICH  MORE  AND 
MORE  IS  FAVING  THE  CONCEPT  OF  PEACE.  WITH  ISRAEL  AS  .. 
EXPRESSED  9 Y SADAT.  ONLY  THE  PALESTINE  LIBERATION 
ORGANIZATION  (PLO)  STILL  CAN  35  SAID  TO  SIDE  WITH  SYRIA 
°N  THIS  ISSUE.  BUT  MANY  SYRIANS  BELIEVE  THIS  ORGANIZATION 
•CANNOT  BE  TRUSTED  GIVEN  ITS  PAST  HISTORY  OF  PLAYING 
THE  ARAB  MODERATES  OFF  AGAINST  THE  RADICALS  AND  VICE- 
VERSA.  BA  'THIS  AND  OTHERS  AS  WELL.  SAY  THERE  NOW  IS  A 
POSSIBILITY  THAT  ASAD.  UNDER  PRESSURES  FROM  HIS  FELLOW 
BA  THIS  AND  AL  AW  I T ES  , M I GH  T DO  SOMETHING  ’’STUPID"  LIKE 
INVITING  The  PALESTINIANS  INTO  SYRIA  FROM  LEBANON, 

THIS,  HOWEVER,  WOULD  ONLY  Pl AY  INTO  ISRAEL’S  HANDS  BY 
GIVING  IT  THE  PRETEXT  TO  INVADE  SYRIA  TO  OUST  ASAD 
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3.  ASAD ’ 5 PERSONAL  POPULARITY  IN  DAMASCUS 

HAi  PLUMMETED  FOLLOWING  SADAT'S  VISIT  TO  ISRAEL  AND 

GOVERNMENT'S  CONTRIVED  POPULAR  DEMONSTRATIONS 

GAINST  him  in  DAMASCUS.  MOST  OF  THE  YOUNG  DEMONSTRATORS 

WHO  MARCHED  FOR  A TIME  IN-  THE  STREETS  OF  DAMASCUS  IN 

PRuTEST  OF, SADAT  is  VISIT  WERE  YOUNG  BA'Thi  TOUGHS*  ST’*  % 

PALESTINIANS,  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SPECIAL  MILITARY 

BRIGADES  CONTROLLED  By  THE  PftPRT  ncNT  ,C  o-,  f 

T THE  PRESIDENT'S  BROTHER,  RIFAT  AL<*^ 

» S « B.  these  LATTER  SOLDIERS  HERE  ordered  to 
demonstrate  in  civilian  clothing  and  to  shout  anti- 
sadat  slogans,  the  demonstrations,  HOUEVER,  here 
unconvincing  and  reelected  no  real  eeal  on  the  part 

of  the  PARTICIPANTS. 

■'  P0PUL#n'  educated,  Syrian  public  opinion  non 

INDICATES  THAT  ASAD  has  THE  CHOICE  OE  DE ING  EURTHER 
ISOLATED  ,N  SYRIA  AND.  THE  ARAB  HORLD  by  CONTINUING  TO 
DENOUNCE  SADAT  OR  THAT  HE  CAN  SHOH  H,S  P RA GM AT  ISm'  AND 

GRADUALLY  REDUCE  SYRIAN  CRITTptcm  nr 

CRITICISM  OF  THE  VISIT,  THUS 

MENDING  HIS  BRiDGRt;  Tn  cat**- 

-Au AT  AND  THE  ARAB  MODERATES. 

MOST  FAVOR  THAT  ASAD  W IL  L ’CHOOSE- THE  utt-b 

U 'VUiL  THE  LATTtR  APPROACH  AND 
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THAT  THE  NEXT  MONTHS  hill  SEE  ASAD'S  POPULARITY  AGAIN 
3EGIN  TO  RISE  IN  THE  COUNTRY  AS  HE  MODERATES  HIS 
STAND  TOWARD  SADAT  AND  ISRAEL  AND  ATTEMPTS  TO  SHOW  THE  SYRIAN 
Pc  Op  LE  THAT  SADAT  IS  NOT  THE  ONLY  ARAB  LEADER  WHO 
CAN  BE  SERIOUS  ABOUT  TRYING  TO  BRING  PEACE  TO  THE 

middle  east. 
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